
It is 1942, on the battlefields of North Africa. 

In a gold sequin gown, Hollywood star Marlene 
Dietrich takes to the stage to launch her own 
offensive against the German Reich. 

For the next three years she would fight the war 
her way, with an irresistible mix of songs, sequins, 
sex and sympathy. 

An intoxicating mix of theatre, cabaret and drag, 
this new one-(wo)man show by Peter Groom, was 
a total sell-out for VAULT Festival 2018. It now 
transfers to Wilton’s Music Hall, 1 Graces Alley, 
London, E1 8JB, from Monday 19 to Saturday 24 
November.

Press night: Monday 19 November at 7.45pm

Dietrich - Natural Duty  uses music, stories and 
songs - including Falling in Love Again, Lili 
Marlene, Where Have All the Flowers Gone?, Boys 
in the Backroom, Lola  - to reveal a Hollywood 
icon’s extraordinary commitment to duty.

Created and performed by Peter Groom. 
Co-written and directed by Oliver Gully.

This real life tale of a legend takes us through the 
Weimar Republic, the Golden age of Hollywood, 
the Rise of Hitler, a world on the edge of collapse, 
and a long journey back to Berlin where it all 
began.

Born in Berlin in 1901, Marie Magdalene “Marlene” 
Dietrich soon became a Hollywood legend, and 
the most famous German woman in the world. 
However, when World War II was declared, she 
was forced to choose between the country that she 
loved, and what she knew was right. Renouncing 
her German citizenship, Dietrich joined the 
American Army and fought against her homeland 
in order to free her people from Hitler. With an 
American smile and Prussian discipline she would 
entertain GIs in an evening dress, then put on a 
combat uniform and head to the front.

As our political landscape becomes more polarised 
this timely story of duty asks questions about our 
own moral and ethical obligations, and explores 
how the fight for freedom can take many forms; 
whether in a sequin gown, combat uniform, or as a 
man in a wig.

A sold-out hit at VAULT Festival, Dietrich - Natural Duty, a breathtaking 
mix of theatre, cabaret and drag transfers to Wilton’s Music Hall

It’s an intoxicating one-(wo)man show revealing the life of a legend



LISTINGS INFO

Dietrich - Natural Duty
Created and performed by Peter Groom
Co-written and Directed by Oliver Gully

Monday 19 to Saturday 26 November

Monday - Thursday & Saturday at 7.45pm
Friday at 6.30pm and 8.30pm

Thursday & Saturday at 3.00pm

Press Night:
Moday 19 November at 7.45pm

Running time: 60 minutes
Suitable for ages 12+

Wilton’s Music Hall
1 Graces Alley 

(pedestrian access only)
London
E1 8JB

Box Office:
 020 7702 2789 (Mon-Fri, 11am-6pm)

online www.wiltons.org.uk

Ticket prices:
Full price £12.50-£22.50 

Concessions £10.00-£20.00 

Social:
Twitter

@NaturalDuty 
@_petergroom

Watch the trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uj9dox41Zoo

PRESS CONTACT

Kevin Wilson
Kevin Wilson Public Relations

kevinwilsonpr@gmail.com
07884 368697

www.kevinwilsonpublicrelations.co.uk

Peter Groom said: “I’m keen to dissect the use of drag 
in theatre and explore a way in which drag becomes not 
just a novelty but an important device / tool in order to 
help tell a story.”

PETER GROOM

Peter Groom is an actor, dancer and choreographer 
working mainly with dance and theatre. Graduating 
Guildford School of Acting  in 2013, he has worked both 
the UK and internationally (dance credits include:One 
Side to the Other Akram Khan Company, acting credits 
include: MEAT Schaubuhne Berlin, Romeo and Juliet 
and Sherlock Holmes Aquila Theatre, New York). 
Alongside this he began to create his own devised 
work. Peter has been supported as artist in residence 
at Battersea Arts Centre, received commissions from 
IdeasTap, Royal Philharmonic Society, Random Acts, 
and is currently Associate Choreographic Dance Maker 
at DanceCity, Newcastle for 2016/17. Peter’s latest 
work Go Away Johnny, funded by Arts Council England, 
premiered at DanceCity, Newcastle in March 2017 and 
will tour nationally in late 2018. Peter started working as 
a drag performer in 2016 with performances at 
Battersea Arts Centre, The Glory and Royal Vauxhall 

CREATIVE TEAM

Created and performed by Peter Groom
Co-written and directed by Oliver Gully
Costume design by Kathleen Nellis
Lighting design by Fraser Craig
Sound design by Kieran Lucas
Hair by WigChapel
Produced by Jimmy Jewell

WILTON’S MUSIC HALL

East London gem Wilton’s Music Hall re-opened the 
doors to its Grade II listed building in 2015 after 
extensive refurbishment. The oldest Grand Music 
Hall in the world, they are fast becoming one of the 
country’s most vibrant multi-arts venues, home to a 
year-round programme of live music and diverse 
theatre productions which have been seen by over 
40,000 people in the past year. It also houses two 
main bars, the Mahogany and Cocktail bars, which 
are much-loved destinations in their own right, serving 
a carefully selected range of beers, wines and spirits. 
Their delicious menu of seasonal dishes and small 
plates is designed by in-house caterers Gatherers 
and inspired by Wiltons’ distinctive heritage.


